
Success Story Number Three: 
Destiny Meets DeAndre Watson through Beyond The Conviction 
  
It is awesome and ironic how timing, destiny, and second chances just seem to 

open up, flow, and work out for the participants at BTC.  The manner in which 

the property at 2239 Denver in Kansas City, Missouri came about is more like 

a fairy tale, a dream come true and the manifestation of the full circle of 

destiny and giving all in one.  The following story of employment and home 

ownership in less than 90 days is just amazing, beautiful and true. 

February 2, 2012 

DeAndre Watson was released from the Federal Correctional Institution (FCI) in 

Greenville, Illinois on February 2, 2012.  He was in a medium security facility 

housing male offenders after serving a 24 months sentencing.  Before his 

sentencing, Mr. Watson had heard about Beyond the Conviction and reached 

out for advocacy and support because he did not have a lawyer.  Mr. Watson 

had heard many positive testimonies through the neighborhood hotline of 

people talking to people about BTC and that it is for real . . . no games, just 

honest and sincere help for a person who is being faced with a criminal charge.  

Watson was impressed that Beyond The Conviction assisted individuals with 

advocacy services for those in need of legal assistance. 

One of the best elements of BTC is the fact that Founder & CEO Patrick Danley 

cares and he will do his very best to help a client out.  It is Danley’s big heart 

and powerful words that go the extra mile for Watson and every other client.  

Danley met with Watson on a one on one basis, counseled him and 

communicated the fact that there is life beyond Watson’s conviction and that 

no matter what BTC will be there when Watson gains his release.  Danley 

attended the court sentencing date of DeAndre Watson.  Danley spoke of Mr. 

Watson’s achievements and previous work in the community and in the 

construction industry as well as training at risk youth on general construction 



skills and readiness.  Danley stressed the positive talent, skills, abilities and 

experience of Watson to the court and the results were highly favorable. 

Before BTC’s intervention, Mr. Watson was to receive a 60 month sentence but 

after a lot of prayers, consultation, and demonstrating to the Federal Court 

that change was possible, Watson was only given a 20 month sentencing.  The 

bonus was that he would be credited the 9 months he had already served from 

being incarcerated during this time. 

To demonstrate his gratitude and 

commitment to BTC, Watson immediately 

came to the offices of Beyond The 

Conviction for job placement, career and life 

coaching plus mentoring sessions with 

Danley. 

One of Danley’s first recommendations was for Watson to attend the 16 hour 

Career Readiness Workshop BTC offers to all clients on a weekly basis.  Watson 

was very excited about the information he was receiving and said, “I have been 

given hope and the opportunity to see the bigger picture here at BTC.”  He was 

empowered by learning about tax credits, pardons, expungements, free training 

for “in demand” careers and many other subjects that captivated his desire to 

obtain a new life since being released from prison. 

March 2, 2012 

Upon completing the job placement 

workshop, Mr. Watson secured employment 

at Great Days Moving Company in Merriam, 

Kansas.  After working there for two weeks, 

transportation to the job became an issue 

because he stopped getting a ride from a 

friend.  Now no one wants to be in the 



position of having a job but lacking the transportation to get there.  It is a 

common problem, but Watson learned how to communicate effectively and 

reached out to BTC for immediate help. 

Beyond The Conviction was present to provide resources that helped Watson 

resolve his transportation needs and the timing could not have been more 

perfect.  It was at that time Beyond The Conviction just started their car buying 

program named BTC Auto Sales.  The program is designed to help clients gain 

a reliable car at a reasonable price with affordable and timely terms.  BTC is 

aware that credit, collateral and character are often determining factors in 

traditional financing, but knows they are not everything especially when one is 

trying to start life again beyond their conviction. 

“The timing was perfect and we were able to sell Mr. Watson a reliable vehicle 

for $100.00, said Patrick Danley.  “Now with sound and safe transportation 

being provided by BTC, Watson was on his way to finding the perfect job for 

him.  We wanted Watson to know that BTC was vested in his success because 

if he wins, his family wins, we win and Kansas City wins.” 

Watson then began to seek better employment opportunities because he was 

mobile, independent and on a mission to get the best job out there.  He knew 

that he had the skills, talents, ability and personal motivation to work for a 

major company and that is why he applied at Tyson Chicken. 

Watson applied as a forklift driver and was immediately accepted.  He 

contributed his interviewing success and obtaining the Tyson Chicken 

employment opportunity to the information and best practice principles he 

learned from Beyond The Conviction’s Career Readiness Workshop.  Currently, 

Watson is almost at the end of his 90 day probation period and feels he will be 

offered a full time employment position since he hasn’t ever been late nor 

displayed any negative work related behaviors. 

Watson is an example of the testimony of a man who needed a helping hand 

and who was willing to listen, learn, grow and adapt to a “workplace culture” 



where top performance, punctuality and complete follow-through are highly 

appreciated.  It is Beyond The Conviction’s goal to help all of its participants 

know positive change is a great thing and that there is always hope, faith, 

brotherly love and encouragement at BTC. 

Now Watson is a serious man who wants more than a job at Tyson Chicken.  

He wants the American Dream of homeownership just like everyone else.  With 

that in mind as one of his short term goals, Watson entered the BTC NO-3 C’s 

Homeownership Program.  He was interested in the property at 2239 Denver in 

Kansas City, Missouri.  The property is currently being rehabilitated for him to 

acquire once it is fully completed.” 

April 11, 2012 

It was that day in which BTC received a phone call about a potential property 

donation from Mark Kibbee, a concerned homeowner who represented Kibbs 

Holdings, LLC. 

The story of the donation unfolds in the following manner: 

Mr. Kibbee stated to Patrick Danley that the property was considered a tax 

strain and liability to Kibbs Holdings.  In addition, Kibbs Holdings considered it 

an eye sore and nuisance to the neighborhood because it needed several 

external and internal repairs. 

However it was Kibbs Holding’s owner, Mark Kibbs who had a special goal for 

this property.  You see, Mr.Kibbs is an ex-offender who knows firsthand the 

real hard challenges one faces when he or she is committed to starting life over.  

It was Mr. Kibb’s desire to contact Habitat for Humanity for assistance in 

finding the perfect organization to donate the property to because he wanted to 

help someone who was an ex-offender. 

Since Habitat for Humanity is a partner of BTC’s it was a no brainer to call 

BTC and that is just what Craig Colbert of Habitat of Humanity did.  Colbert 

alerted the organization about this situation and BTC immediately reached out 



to Mr. Kibbs for this potential donation so it could take place on behalf of a 

worthy man looking to find his piece of the American Dream of home 

ownership. 

Now Mr. Kibbs being the astute business man that he is did his home work 

when he researched who, what, when, why and how of the BTC organization.  

Mr. Kibbs was impressed to discover the goal of Beyond The Conviction Home 

REO program is to change the current image of any dilapidated property from 

being an irritant and eye sore to a gem and a beautiful asset in the community.  

Kibbs was also glad to know that BTC is so strong in its commitment to make 

these properties become homes for many families which may have had 

previous at risk issues which may have even hindered them from renting, but 

at BTC anything is possible. 

BTC wants its clients and donors to know that it is highly committed to helping 

families gain homes regardless of credit, collateral or character.  It is okay to 

think out of the box because if the traditional home lender will turn you down, 

BTC’s Home Program will not.  BTC believes as long as there is still honor and 

great men like Kibbs and Watson around, then BTC has an home buying honor 

program in home financing to help everyone who needs it. 

“Upon receiving the donation of the property and hearing the testimony of 

Kibbs, I knew it was Mr. Andre Watson’s home.  It had his name on it!  I was so 

impressed with the timing that it was such a perfect match,” said Danley.  “We 

recognized the condition of the property was fair and had been partial 

rehabbed.  Our Beyond The Conviction Construction Manager, George 

Stansbury, along with our participants in our Construction Skills Readiness 

program has been working on the property to make it a home for DeAndre 

Watson.  He is truly excited and feels so blessed and grateful for being free 

from prison and he utilized the information and resources and assistance from 

Beyond the Conviction.” 

If you have any questions or concerns, Mr. DeAndre Watson can be reached at (816)277-1810. 


